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Join us in August as we explore the
book of James Sunday mornings!
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7KH $UPRU RI *RG

7KLQJV :H 1HHG WR .QRZ
By Roderick Graciano

+DYH \RX HYHU WDNHQ FRPIRUW DQG FRXUDJH IURP 7KH $UPRU RI *RG RIIHUHG W
I \RX NQRZ RXU IULHQG 5RG *UDFLDQR \RX ZLOO QRW EH VXUSULVHG WKDW KH
DERXW *RG V $UPRU , WUXVW \RX ZLOO EH EXLOW XS DQG VWUHQJIJWKHQHG DV \R
SURYLGHG IRU XV
$00 IRU &KULVW V VDNH
XUW
+LIJKOLJKWV E\ 3SDVWRU . XUW

I n our strategic time, itds vital that we understane€Oseven

(1YKH EDWWOH WKDW 3DX0 WSHD&NVtRIeLVi WO ves real casualties and
met aphor for spiritual armor, but he does not use the wor

(2YyKH GDUNQHVV 3DXO IHOW ZDVP@GHIRRQLFv 8K during a demonic backl a:
outpouring of Godés Spirit. The palpable darkness of our
to the soon return of Jesus. The king of the demon ar my i
that the battle is a fight against fal se &r)gurmantas 6asn dnimri
brought about a unique situation in human history: There
ti me, human culture is now redefining darkness as I|light.

(3YKH EDWWOH LV 3RXU EDWWOH hdSKattle is fought and won by the
and on the basis of Christodés redemptive wor k, but it is a
|l oved ones and neighbors. We are unavoidably in the midst

(4YKH DUPRU LV WKH DUPRUTWKDW hHYX¥ ZRBHhe ar mor of God, 0 can be

a. the armor that God produced, or

b. the armor that God owns.
(Technically, the Greek phrase is either a genitive of so
assumed that the armor of God is simply the armor that He
writing the Ephesians 6 passage, Paul quoted (or alluded
Solomon 5.19. All of these passages refer to the Messiah
therefore, that as King Saul foolishly tried to cl309)he Kyion
Jesus wisely c¢clothes us in the very armor He used so effe

( 5 BDXOYV PHVVDJH DQG WKH SULPDU\-DSZOVMFIRVULWRHRFRYUKHMWBLOWH IERGar mor
Jesus wore, tells wus that ther e-0if&Go da np aisnsdaigvei dfuoarl eaapcphl iocfa tu
corporate plural words throughout the paBasalgeurgod et ve skl
to put onFRUBRWBDW&EONr uly understand the passage, WwWe must e
congregation, as a congregation, to put on the belt of tr
shield of faith, the helmet of salwvation, and to take up

Understanding the armor as the armor of Jesus will help
we have often interpreted the shield of faith as our Ipatrs
Jesus used The Greek word describing the shield should b
faithfulness to the Fathero6s character and agenda, such t
congregation who takes up the shield of faithfulness to G
without nor gossip from within.

(6YKH 3VZRUG RI WKH 6SLULW" (SK LV SULPDULO\ ZLHOGHTGhE\ 3gSrUdihind DIiQ &
structure of the wunderlying Greek text of these versesdim
of Goddés word in the battle against false ideas and belie
or cut people, but to fend off falsehoods that are zoomin
their ‘hearlts. We must do this flocel osae andtphersbnabupragedg

( 73DXOTV HIKRUWDWLRQ WR 36WDQG~ (SK LPSQHaHVI WKDWazH KDYl ZRQaW U
is hold the ground God has given us, and to not allow the
we have gained for Godds kingdom in our own fellowships,
congregations, |l et uédbygtteédergyghéneouoft adedsdolivem for the Way,
this fievil day. o
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